BT Quick Tip

IN A WORLD OF INSTANT gratification,
where gigabytes and download speeds af-
fect buying habits from computers to cell
phones, patience is quickly becoming a for-
gotten commodity. Professional anglers are
no different.

They demand the best electronics, the
fastest boats, the finest tackle and the new-
est baits. Power fishing seems right at home
in this environment — running the bank, keep-
ing the trolling motor turned up, and casting
jigs, spinnerbaits, crankbaits and jerkbaits as
fast as they can be thrown. But Elite Series
anglers also recognize that sometimes they
must step off the merry-go-round and take a
more deliberate approach to power fishing.

It's important to note that “patience” is a
relative term. Aaron Martens’ definition might
not match the interpretation of Rick Clunn.

Though Clunn is considered a very patient
angler, he was quoted recently as saying, “I
don't have the patience to tie the knots Aaron
uses, let alone fish like him.”

Mike laconelli and Shaw Grigsby have
their own views on the subject, just as they
have their own favorite tournament strate-
gies. But all four anglers agree that patience
is crucial to this form of bass fishing.

BASS Times interviewed these four pros,
and here are their Top 5 keys to patient
power fishing. Although they explain it in their
own ways, each of these Elite Series pros re-
alizes that patience — even when power fish-
ing — is crucial to bass fishing success.

“When most people think of power fishing,” said Martens,
“they picture someone moving quickly through an area
picking off the active fish and covering a lot of water. But you
don't have to always fish fast.”
laconelli agrees. “Just because you're throwing a jig or a crank-
bait doesn’t mean you need to move fast and run and gun. Some-
times slower is better.”

1 Don’t confuse power fishing with speed fishing.

uses several lures when power fishing. “l want to present

my baits with the best opportunity to trigger strikes,” said
the four-time Classic winner. “l will throw at the same target multi-
ple times with each lure and give the fish multiple looks from
multiple angles.”

Martens uses a heavy drop shot rig and sticks to a routine that
he duplicates with each pitch.

“If I'm fishing vertical structure, I'll make sure that when my bait
hits the water | let out more line so it falls exactly where | pitched
it,” said Martens. His patented “line strip” is an automatic part of
his pitching routine that forces him to be patient.

2 Develop a routine and stick with it. At times, Clunn

laconelli believes an angler must find out what the fish
want and then capitalize on that knowledge.
“l don't get caught up worrying about why the 8-pounder | saw

3 Fish the moment. A master of fishing the moment,
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Martens advises anglers to stick to a plan, but
don’t be afraid to veer from it if it isn’t working
out. Photo by Seigo Saito

in practice isn't there. | just make the adjustment to current condi-
tions and move on to the next spot or pattern.”

All anglers struggle to catch fish, according to Martens. “When
my day isn't working out, just getting one bite might put me back
on a pattern,” he said. “Sometimes | have to abandon my plans
for the day based on that one bite.”

how patience applies to pitching a jig. “If | have limited

cover in an area, | settle down — like if I'm targeting a tree
limb: | pitch to it, then | make another pitch to it, then another,
then | fish it slow. And then | shake it. Yesterday | pitched to one
tree 10 times. Then, on the 11th pitch, one hit it, but he didn't
really eat. Finally, on the 12th pitch, he ate it, and | caught several
more fish in the next few minutes pitching to the same tree.”

4 Be thorough in the presentation. Grigsby explains

ries several different colors and sizes of his signature

crankbaits in order to adapt to changing water conditions.
“Sometimes | just feel the bass want smaller baits or slower pre-
sentations. | have to adjust to different water color, too.”

Martens breaks it down even further. “| sometimes adjust to
how the fish are positioning. Instead of moving quickly through an
area, | might pitch to the opposite side of the same structure, to
go from the shady side, for example, to the sunny side looking for
a bite. That's how | adapt.” BT

5 Adapt to water and weather conditions. Clunn car-



